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General histories of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest 
appear to suggest that little or no formal business was 
transacted in this region, and that few. if any, business 
firms left any impression on the culture of the area. Far- 
thest Frontier.) one of the most recent and best of the 
regional histories of Oregon. Washington, and Idaho, pays 
the usual tribute to John Jacob Astor and the frontier 
trading posts, and refers to the rich prospects available in 
lumber, fisheries, and “solid mercantile enterprises.” No 
further mention is made of the part played by business in 
the development of the Pacific Northwest. 

Ignorance of the general historians of the importance of 
business in the growth of a region can probably be attrib- 
uted to the scarcity of monographic material. the almost 
total lack of research in business history, and, with a couple 
of notable exceptions, the nonexistence of book publi- 
cations on the subject. So far as one may judge from re- 
quests for information received by libraries and historical 
societies, only one person is presently engaged in serious 
research into some aspect of business in Oregon. No thesis 
topics appear to have been assigned or chosen in business 
‘\istory, and only two periodical articles, of any weight, 
bearing on the history of a business in the Pacific North- 
west have been published in the past two years. During 
the period of record, only nine theses appear to have been 
written on any phase of Pacific Northwest business his- 
tory.” 

According to N. S. B. Gras of the Business Historical 
Society, the fact “that historians are slow to recognize the 
importance of business is due to a variety of causes, of 
which ecclesiastical and classical prepossessions are the 
most important.”* To Mr. Gras’ perhaps overelegant state- 
ment of the case should be added the observation that the 
materials for writing business history in the Pacific North- 
west have not been available, regardless of the attitude of 
historians. 

In order to write business history the student or scholar 
must have available the records of a business. By business 
records are meant the accounting, purchasing, production, 
inventory, labor and personnel, sales, advertising. and gen- 
eral records of a firm. These are the minimum records re- 
quired for a fair history of a modern firm of moderate 
size. Such records are the only reliable primary source 
material to which the historian can refer when he attempts 


1 Sidney Warren, Farthest Frontier, New York, 1944. 

2 Eric Bromberg, “A Bibliography of Theses and Dissertations 
concerning the Pacific Northwest and Alaska,” Pacific Northwest 
Quarterly, vol. 40, no. 3, July 1949, pp. 203-252; “A Further Biblio- 
graphy...” Pacific Northwest Quarterly, vol. 42, no. 2, Apr. 1951, 
pp. 147-166. 

3 N.S. B. Gras, “Past, Present and Future of the Business Histori- 
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to write business history.* Published statistics, newspaper 
accounts, house organs, and reminiscences of successful 
businessmen are all somewhat unreliable secondary sources 
which do not provide the information required for genuine 
historical research. The secondary sources are. of course. 
generally available in the larger libraries. It is the lack of 
the primary sources that frustrates the historian. 

There are two places to look for business records. The 
firm which produced the records may have saved them. or 
a library may have collected them. But the firm may have 
long ago ended its life, or, if still a going concern, may have 
disposed of its early and noncurrent records to some paper 
drive. The library, at least in the Pacific Northwest, is un- 
likely to have collected business records at all. except in the 
form of printed annual reports, statistical releases, and 
house organs. | 

The careless attitude of many firms toward their old 
records can be explained on purely practical grounds. Few 
businesses have any current legal or other use for records 
more than a decade old. Business records are bulky, and 
take useful space, so that their preservation and housing 
costs more in labor and space than their practical value or 
even their sentimental interest warrants. Even in those in- 
stances where records have been preserved, fire, water, and 
rodents have often relieved a firm of much of the bulk. 

Libraries, too, have found it impractical to be concerned 
with the preservation of business records because of the 
bulk of such collections. The importance of business rec- 
ords, unlike that of some other manuscripts, is likely to be 
in direct proportion to volume. No library set up on tradi- 
tional lines will welcome 500 volumes of ledgers, day 
books. account books, inventories, invoices, and letter- 
press books representing the usual records of a nineteenth- 
century firm. Even less is a library likely to be equipped to 
house and intelligently administer the records of modern 
firms and corporations. The sheer bulk of modern recores, 
infinitely multiplied by the invention of machine account- 
ing, the increase in size of the business unit, the use of the 
typewriter, and the complications of government regula- 
tion of business affairs, transcends nineteenth-century rec- 
ords almost beyond imagination. Such bulk requires care- 
ful selection and judicious elimination, a responsibility 
most libraries are unwilling and unable to undertake. 

Libraries have other practical considerations, also, which 
discourage them from collecting business records. The lack 
of general demand from scholars for such records has 
tended to suggest that either the demand would never come 
or could be met when it did come. Meanwhile, the demands 





4N. S. B. Gras suggests six types of business history: business 
history of business, economic history of business, political history 
of business, social history of business, legal history of business, busi- 
ness interpretation of general history. /bid, p. 9. 
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of scholars in other fields occupied the full attention of 
librarians. 

The recent expansion of the physical plant of the Uni- 
versity of Oregon Library, the establishment of a Depart- 
ment of Special Collections within the Library, and the 
assurance of growing demand by scholars for business 
records has encouraged the University Library to collect 
such records for the Pacific Northwest. In order to keep 
suck collecting within practical bounds, and in order to 
offer scholars a wide choice, the Library is attempting to 
collect a variety of business records that will be represen- 
tative of the business life of the Pacific Northwest. 

The University Library realizes that certain types of 
business flourished in this region in the nineteenth century, 
only to disappear when cheap, fast transportation brought 
eastern manufactured goods into competition with locally 
manufactured products. The farm-equipment firms, car- 
riage manufactories, boot and shoes concerns, and iron 
works all in their day contributed much to the economic 
and social life of the territory and commonwealth, and 
their histories will do much to illuminate the past. But to 
write such histories the historian must have records. The 
University Library is prepared to accept the records and 
make them available to qualified persons. 

Other industries, trades, and businesses began in Oregon 
a century ago and still function, though often after many 
changes in name, ownership, and emphasis. The lumber, 
fish, and cattle industries suggest themselves as probably 
the most indigenous of Oregon’s business activities. There 
is no adequate history of the Northwest lumber industry 
and only one good history of a Northwest lumber com- 
pany.” This history was, of course, written by persons who 
had access to the company’s records. The salmon-canning 
business, subject of much legislation, many statistical com- 
pilations, and volumes of trade literature. has never been 
the subject of a good history. Not even a single fish cannery 
or canning company has had its past adequately explored. 
The cattle industry has been the subject of some excellent 
monographs by J. Orin Oliphant of Bucknell University. 
but no cattle ranch or packing company has been the sub- 
ject of business historians. The reason is the nearly com- 
plete lack of business records for any of these old and 
important enterprises. 

Real-estate companies, paper mills. mining corporations, 
general stores, feed and seed stores. farm-implement deal- 
ers. furniture manufacturers, printing and publishing 
firms.importers and exporters, nurseries. breweries. woolen 
mills, railroads, steamboat companies, stage companies— 
all of these business enterprises are important to the life 
of the region. But only one, the woolen mills, has been the 
subject of a book, and only one, a steamboat company, 





5 Edwin Coman and Helen Gibbs, Time, Tide and Timber, Stan- 
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has been the subject of a competent firm history.® The story 
of the railroads, steamboats, and stage companies has been 
put into books, but generally as social not economic or 
business history. 

To make the study of the business history of the Pacific 
Northwest possible, the University of Oregon Library is 
interested in the records of such companies as Knapp, Bur 
rell & Co., importers and dealers in hardware; the City 
Foundry and Machine Shops (John Honeyman, prop.) ; 
Everding and Beebe, dealers in hay, grain and feed; Brad- 
ley, Marsh & Co., importers: the Oregon Furniture Manu- 
facturing Co.; the City Brewery of Portland (Henry Wein- 
hard, prop.) ; and C. H. Woodward, retail druggist. Each 
of these firms. listed in the Portland city directory for 
1875, had an established place in the business life of the 
city and state. Some of these firms may still be in existence 
under different names. The records of any of them are im- 
portant. 

Collection of business records should not be confined 
to those of defunct companies. The records of companies 
now in existence are of even more interest. Obviously, the 
recent records of a company cannot be made the subject 
of a study which will be made public. However, there 
would appear to be no important reason to deny access to 
early and noncurrent business records. The success of 
Time, Tide and Timber ought to encourage business firms 
to make their records available to business historians. The 
records of Pope and Talbot were of value to historians, 
to the firm as public relations. and to the general public 
served by the firm. If a company is unable to house or serv- 
ice its older records, the University of Oregon Library is 
interested in doing the job. 

Among the business records already acquired by the 
University Library is the account book of the Methodist 
Mission store at Salem, 1839-1840. This record, kept b 
Alanson Beers, is complete in only one volume, but gives 
an interesting picture of general merchandising and credit 
operations in preterritorial days. The surviving records of 
Corbett, Failing and Co., Portland, from 1850 to 1891 
consist of 42 volumes and 14 boxes of material, but are 
unfortunately incomplete. Most of the records were junked, 
and many ledgers sold for scrapbook material. The store 
records of the Gardiner Mill Co., Gardiner, Oregon, 130 
volumes and 17 boxes, date from 1864 to 1923, and are 
probably the most complete set of general store records in 
the Library. Unfortunately the lumber records of the com- 
pany have not been located. 

The correspondence of a firm of real-estate agents of 
Portland in 1902 and 1903 consists of 2,284 letters, which 
are of special interest. The period covered was one in which 
land frauds flourished, and investors were freely bilked 
by unscrupulous agents. The letters provide evidence of 
the spirit of the times. 

The business records of William Kyle and Sons Co., of 
Florence are useful from several points of view. This com- 
pany, from 1887 to 1940, dealt in general merchandise, 
owned the Florence Canning Company, the Florence Lum- 
ber Company, a branch store in Mapleton, and a small 
fleet of coast trading vessels. Records of all these enter- 





6 Alfred L. Lomax, Pioneer Wollen Mills in Oregon, Portland, 
1941; Dorothy O. Johansen, Capitalism on the Far-W estern Frontier: 
The Oregon Steam Navigation Company (thesis, University of 
Washington, 1941). 
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prises are included in the 208 volumes and 30 boxes on 
file in the University of Oregon Library. 

The minute book of the St. Johns Water Works and 
Lighting Co., Portland, represents another type of business 
record. Though in only one volume, the record covers 
the entire separate life of the corporation, and is useful as 

- istory of public utility operation. The correspondence 
‘aud financial records of the company do not appear to have 
been salvaged. 

The Library also has a mass of business historical ma- 
terial relating to the gold and silver mines in eastern Ore- 
gon and Washington. These records, part of the collection 
of the papers of Senator Jonathan Bourne, Jr., consist of 
many volumes of correspondence, minute books, stock 
books, and the other paraphernalia of mine promotion and 
operation. 

A beginning has been made toward a representative col- 
lection of business records for the Pacific Northwest. The 
University of Oregon Library welcomes any offers of busi- 
ness records, or suggestions concerning the whereabouts 
of such records relating to any Pacific Northwest firm. 





OREGON BANK DEPOSITS 


The following tabulation of bank deposits in Oregon on 
December 30, 1950, prepared by Federal Reserve authori- 
ties, includes deposits of both state and national banks. 
The last similar compilation was for June 30, 1949. De- 
posits of branch offices are shown under the county in 
which the branch is located. The total-deposits figure is 
larger than the sum of demand and time deposits because 
it includes, in addition, interbank and government de- 
posits. The figures are in thousands of dollars. 


County Total Deposits 
1, $ 14,159 
ton 22,136 
Clackamas 36,388 
Clatsop 24,962 
Columbia 14,561 
Coos 
Crook 
Curry 
Deschutes —...__. - 


Time 
$ 1,56 
5,318 
13,022 
8,563 


Demand 
$ 10,382 
13,904 
17,726 
13,364 
7,570 5,169 
24,130 8,520 
5,601 815 
2,108 461 
12,360 4,351 
27,282 6,205 
3,150 499 
5,138 
4,638 
5,721 
30,294 
2,370 
12,763 
21,192 
6,156 
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Grant 
Harney 
Hood River 
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Wallo 
Wasco 
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Wheeler 





27,356 
$1,502,412 

Home builders in the United States started 85,000 new 
permanent nonfarm dwelling units in August, a slight de- 


cline from July, according to preliminary estimates of the 
¥' §S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. 








Total, Oregon 





September 1951 


Votes... 


ON THE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 


e Dean Victor P. Morris addressed a teachers’ workshop 
at Klamath Falls on August 27. 


@ Professor A. L. Lomax devoted the summer to research 
on the history of the later woolen mills of Oregon. He 
gave particular attention to the Portland, Union, and 
Thomas Kay firms. This work was in preparation for a 
book which will be a companion to Professor Lomax’s 
History of Pioneer Woolen Mills in Oregon. 


@ Each year the School of Business Administration spon- 
sors a meeting of the Oregon Retail Distributors’ Institute 
on the campus. The meeting brings together retailers 
from all over the state for business studies, research re- 
ports, conferences, and forum discussions. Professor N. 
H. Comish has immediate responsibility for these meet- 
ings. 

e During the last three years the School of Business Ad- 
ministration has developed special “business clinics.” 
Groups of three or four members of the faculty visit var- 
ious Oregon communities to discuss local needs and ana- 
lyze local business problems with local business groups. 
The clinics are normally conducted at the request of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 


@ Professor W. C. Ballaine attended a central banking 
seminar conducted by the Federal Reserve Bank of San 
Francisco, September 17 through 21. The bank invited 
teachers of finance and money and banking from ten far- 
western colleges and universities to participate. 











Private housing starts increased by about 3 per cent to 
84,600, but the gain was more than offset by a drop in the 
number of public units started during the month. Virtu- 
ally all sections of the country showed some rise in private 
housing activity. In spite of the restrictive effects of Regu- 
lation X, the volume of housing starts during the first 
eight months of 1951 (758,500 units) has exceeded that 
of the comparable period of any year on record, with the 
exception of the peak year 1950. The continuing high vol- 
ume of residential building activity and the recent relax- 
ation of credit restrictions make it seem likely that the gov- 
ernment’s original goal of 850,000 housing starts for 1951 
will be greatly exceeded to make 1951 another million-unit 
year. 





Banking. Oregon bank loans and deposits have been moving 
more rapidly than bank debits; July debits are given below. There 
has been a substantial seasonal expansion of lending as we move into 
the harvest period. Bank-loan figures also show a 2: per cent in- 
crease over the total for the last of August 1950. Comparative data 
follow, for all national banks and all state banks that belong to the 
Federal Reserve System (figures in millions of dollar) : 


Aug. 29,1951 July 25,1951 Aug. 30, 1950 
—_— $ 530 $ 508 $ 419 
Total deposit 1,270 1,240 1,208 








Multnomah County Real-Estate Transactions. During Aug- 
ust 1951 there were 1,814 real-estate transactions amounting to $10,- 
062,165 in Multnomah County. Of these 920 involved residences, the 
total value of which was $7,509,239; 298 were vacant properties, 
$463,140; and 45 were business properties, $2,089,786. 


Aug. 1951 July 1951 
Number of sales 1,814 1,656 
Total value of sales $10,062,165 $7,751,413 
Number of mortgages 1,103 1,061 
Total amount loaned $7,216,943 


Aug. 1950 











$ 7,364,305 
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CURRENT BUSINESS TRENDS IN OREGON 


Lumber. The West Coast Lumbermen’s Association reports that 
Oregon and Washington Douglas-fir sawmills may be headed toward 
their biggest year in history, topping 1950's all-time record highs. 
This view reflects a better tone in the lumber market that has been 
apparent since the last part of August. To some extent, at least, the 
situation during the last month and a half has been the result of a 
curtailment of production caused by a closing of many logging 
camps in the extremely dry mid-summer weeks. The most recent fig- 
ures for the industry follow (thousands of feet, board measure) : 


Aug. 1951 
221,781 
195,365 
208,212 
533.236 
886 ,889 


July 1951 
165,102 
171,839 
152,780 
667,501 
851,736 


Aug. 1950 
241,839 
222,384 
206,958 

1,060,231 
785,533 


Average weekly producti 
Average weekly orders 
Average weekly shipments 
Unfilled orders, end of month 
Gross stock, end of month 

















Portland Department-Store Sales. Department-store sales are 
considered to be fairly satisfactory indicators of general retail sales, 
especially if the time period is sufficiently long to eliminate the 
chance effect of a special promotional sale or some similar event. For 
many weeks the Portland department-store sales have made an un- 
favorable comparison with the figures for the same period last year 
—because of the wave of scare buying in the summer of 1950 which 
greatly stimulated sales for a short time. The cumulative sales from 
the beginning of the year, however, are slightly higher this year than 
they were last year. The figures below show percentage changes in 
dollar sales for different periods in 1951 compared with the same 
period in 1950: 

4 Weeks 


Ending 
Sept. 8 


—4 


Calendar 
Year to 
Sept. 8 

Portland 

Los Angeles 

San Dieg 

San F i 

Seattle 


United States 
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‘The only other collection of Oregon retail-sales data is that made 
by the Department of Commerce, which includes certain stores in 
Union County in its monthly retail trade report covering sales made 


by independent retail stores. The most recent release for these Union 
County stores shows their July sales to be 15 per cent lower than 
those of July 1950 and 11 per cent lower than those of June 1951. 
On the other hand, the cumulative sales for the first seven months © 
of 1951 were 8 per cent higher than for the same period in 1950. 


Employment. Although many woods operations resumed norm- 
al summer activity after light rains in late August and early Sep- 
tember, Oregon unemployment continued to rise. Both unemploy- 
ment-compensation claimants and job seekers became slightly more 
numerous than in the earlier part of the summer. A total of 13,953 
active job seekers were registered with the state employment offices 
early in September. This was 866 less than last year, but last year 
the number of registrants was decreasing, whereas this year it is 
increasing slightly. Decreases in unemployment around Portland, 
Salem, Hood River, Hillsboro, Ontario, and Albany have largely 
been due to cannery activity. However, these decreases in unemploy- 
ment were insufficient to completely offset increases in many other 
western Oregon areas. In the week ending August 31, 1951, the rate 
of insured unemployment in Multnomah County was 3.5 per cent. 
The lowest rate was in Malheur and Harney Counties with 0.4 per 
cent, and the highest was Lincoln with 10.2 per cent. 


Portland Consumer Prices. The price level of commodities 
purchased by moderate-income families in Portland moved up 0.8 
per cent between April 15 and July 15, 1951. On the latter date the 
Portland consumers’ price index stood at 195.7, the highest point 
it has yet reached. The index on July 15, broken down by component 
parts and with comparisons to other recent dates, is given below. 

ra Per Cent Change ,—_, 


to July 1951, from 
Apr. 15, July 15, Apr. 15, 
951 1950 1950 


Index 
July 15, 1951 
(1935-39 = 100) 
195.7 ' . 11.3 
251.2 é . 18.0 
202.1 d 9.2 
Rent 152.8 ‘ J 10.6 
Fuel, elec. & refr 134.3 . ' 2.1 
Gas & elec. 93.9 . 1.7 
Other fuels 182.6 d 2.6 
Ice 133.6 . J 0.0 
House furnishings 208.2 ww (CN 
Miscellaneous — ) 


All items 
Food 


A nnarel 
eo 
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BANK DEBITS 


Marketing Districts 
Oregon 


Portland (Portland, Hillsboro, Oregon City, etc.) 
Lower Willamette Valley (Salem, McMinnville, etc.) 
Upper Willamette Valley (Albany, Corvallis, Eugene, etc.) 
North Oregon Coast (Astoria, Tillamook, etc.) 
Douglas, Coos Bay 

Southern Oregon (Ashland, Medford, Grants Pass) 
vpee Columbia River (The Dalles, Hood River, etc.) 
area 





























Central Oregon (Bend, Prineville, Redmond) 
Klamath Falls, Lakeview area 

Baker, La Grande area 

Burns, Ontario, Nyssa 














Debits Debits Debits 
July 1951 July 1950 June 1951 


$1,173,666,988  $1,089,988,021  $1,245,451,842 
742,277,189 654,823,801 772,553,472 


July 1951 Compared with 
July 1950 June 1951 


+ 7.7% — 5.8% 
+13.4 — 3.9 


VuVGQVanane 


67,957,314 


125,089,840 


22,702,625 
38,453,727 
51,698,810 
18,893 204 
26,192,638 
22,700,030 
29,530,198 
13,799,629 
15,271,784 


90,322,979 


117,977,500 


20,796,986 
39,417,390 
47,792,376 
17,492,672 
23,485,866 
19,079,852 
27 ,681 ,209 
12,326,152 
18,791,238 


86,504,934 


138,028,927 


20.681 ,934 
46,764,050 
55,751,469 
18,882,668 
22,036,665 
23,951,791 
31,804,841 
14,226,342 
14,264,749 


—25.8 
+ 6.0 
+ 9.2 
— 2.4 
+ 8.2 
+ 8.0 
+11.5 
+18.8 
+ 6.7 
+12.0 
—18.7 


BUILDING PERMITS 


New 
R 
July 1951 





Alban 

















Astoria 
Baker 

Coos Bay 
Eugene 
Klamath Falls 
Le Grande 

















Roseburg 
Salem 





2... _ el 
The Dalles 
16 other 

Totals 
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New Non- 


residential 
July 1951 
s 


2,030 
30,000 
36,642 
33,650 


1,015,090 
$2,814,487 


Additions, 
Alterations 
& Repairs 
July 1951 
$ 97,275 
5,751 
17,555 
3,675 
60,747 
60,120 
6,520 
48,275 
11,120 
1,690,560 
16,340 
75,432 
103,906 
8.145 
66,243 


$2,271,664 





Totals 
July 1951 
$ 167,228 
51,381 
71,555 
76,281 
217,447 
127,320 
468,615 
348,995 
44,220 
3,816,445 
47,590 
332,332 
150,531 
40,695 
1,500,353 


$7 460,988 


Totals 
June 1951 


$ 76,500 


314,682 
32,700 
72,030 

380,845 

126,711 

117,295 

124,185 
21,650 

3,699,125 
61,650 

781,201 

156,600 

127,190 

497 852 


$6,590,216 


—22.5 
— 94 
+ 98 
—17.5 
— 7.3 
+ 0.1 
+18.9 
— 5.2 
— 7.2 
— 3.0 
+ 7.1 


Oregon Business Review 





